Cutaneous melanoma in Asian-Americans.
There is little information available on melanoma in non-white populations. Our objective was to characterize melanoma in Asian-Americans (AsA) and compare patient demographics and tumor characteristics with the non-Hispanic White (NHW) population. 483,050 cutaneous melanoma patients diagnosed between 1986 and 2005 were identified using the National Cancer Data Base (NCDB); 1,237 were AsA, and 409,564 were NHW. Age, gender, site, histologic type, tumor thickness, AJCC stage, and survival were compared. AsA were more likely to be diagnosed with acral lentiginous tumors (6.7%) than NHW (0.8%, P < 0.001). A greater proportion of AsA were diagnosed with T4 tumors (15.6%) than NHW (8.5%, P < 0.001). AsA presented with fewer early stage I-II tumors and more late stage III-IV tumors than NHW (P < 0.001). Survival was similar for AsA and NHW. This is the largest study to date on melanoma in AsA. Compared to NHW, AsA are more likely to have acral lentinginous tumors, thick tumors, and higher stage. Despite this, their survival is similar to the NHW population.